
Baltic Transport Journal 
is an official media partner of:

IS
SN

 
17

33
-6

73
2 

Baltic Transport
Journal€ 35 (incl. 5% VAT)№ 2/2017 (76), MAY/JUNE

b i m o n t h l y - d a i l y  c o m p a n i o n

Focus
Cruise industry
Repor t
Baltic port market in 2016
Economy
Transport outlook to 2050



4 | Baltic Transport Journal | 2/2017

Baltic Ports Organization
48 Mediterranean eca signed by a group of NGos by Ewelina Kroll
49 equal competition – interview with Björn Boström, the cPG’s chairman 

and the Port of Ystad’s ceo by Ewelina Kroll

GREEN CRUISE PORT
50 Decoding the cruising boom – GreeN crUise Port – sustainable 

Development of cruise Port locations 2016-2019  
by Urszula Kowalczyk and Jakub Piotrowicz

48
Newsletters

18
Economy

18 calculating the future  
– transport outlook to 2050  
by Przemysław Myszka

24 the value and future of european 
shipping  
– socio-economic contribution, 
local vs. global legislation, 
environmental performance, and 
the need for a new strategy  
by Karoliina Rasi

26
Maritime

26 containers spare nobody  
– 2016 reefer market analysis  
by Dirk Visser

30 time for an inevitable change  
– the global reefer logistics industry  
by Rafael Llerena

34 the sex talk  
– sexually transmitted infections 
among transport workers  
by Lena Lorenc

40 liner shipping in 2025  
– robotics, automation, digitization, 
exception, and transparency  
by Lars Jensen

3
Regular columns

3 editorial
6 BtJ calendar of events
8 Market sMs extended
10 What’s new?
12 BtJ Maps News
15 chart of the issue
16 on the roads: leaving the table 

by Przemysław Myszka
69 transport miscellany 
70 events: the ecG spring congress  

& General assembly by Aleksandra Plis
72 Who’s who
74 collector’s corner



Contents 

2/2017 | Baltic Transport Journal | 5

66 innovation, disruption, or 
destruction?  
– how next-gen tech is changing 
the parcel and express sector  
by Katarzyna Chmielewska

45
Report

Baltic port market in 2016
45 rising again 

by Marek Błuś

66
Logistics

42
Legal

42 safety in numbers  
– the transport and logistics 
industry working together towards 
a safer supply chain  
by Peregrine Storrs-Fox

64 Data on the road  
– Driving automation and the 
internet of things  
by François Fischer and Francesca 
Corazza

64
Technology

55
Focus

Cruise industry
55 Bigger is better (but not for all)  

by Marek Błuś
58 another peak  

– the european cruise market in 2016  
by Catherine Couplan

62 enjoy your cruise  
(but don’t take a deep breath)  
– extreme air pollution levels found 
on-deck of cruise ships  
by Daniel Rieger



6 | Baltic Transport Journal | 2/2017

BTJ 2/2017 (Apr.-May) Report: Baltic port market | Focus: Cruise industry

Maritime Day, 1 June 2017, FI/Mariehamn, www.sjofart.ax
This event's programme includes such topics as digitalization in shipping, namely how to make decisions based on smart data analytics, as 
well as minimizing the losses, for example, crew training or marine accident investigations.

ESPO 2017 Annual Conference, 1-2 June 2017, ES/Barcelona, www.espo-conference.com
The conference is a chance to hear a broad overview of last year’s most discussed topics: Global policy on ports and shipping decarbonisation, 
climate change consequences for ports, limiting the increase in global temperature, and the role of the port authority in changing a port's 
business model.

UniMerchants Grain Academy, 1-2 June 2017, PL/Gdynia, http://akademia.unimerchants.com/en
This two-day event covers a wide range of sector topics, including crop perspectives and the main supply/demand trends in the EU for 
the upcoming harvest, the use of paper markets in global commodities, minimizing risk in soft commodities trade, and such mechanisms 
of price building.

SIL 2017, 6-8 June 2017, ES/Barcelona, www.silbcn.com/en
One of the biggest three-day annual trade fairs in the south of Europe and the Mediterranean will bridge Europe and Latin America, gathering 
in one place key actors from across transport & logistics, as well as mobility, supply chain management, new technologies, and intralogistics.

European Environmental Ports Conference 2017, 7-8 June 2017, BE/Antwerp,  
www.wplgroup.com/aci/event/environmental-ports-conference
This two-day event will feature informative presentations on the latest challenges, solutions and developments in reducing emissions, pollution 
and energy consumption, as well as engaging discussion around the exciting potential of co-operation and symbiosis for a greener future.

Oil Terminal Management, 7-9 June 2017, The Netherlands, www.oilterminalmanagement.com
This event provides the opportunity for on-site visits to the most innovative terminals in the Netherlands and Belgium, as well as many 
hours of business networking, round table discussions, investor meetings, and workshops on successful oil terminal business management.

CWC LNG Fuels Summit, 13-15 June 2017, NL/Amsterdam, www.lngfuelssummit.com
The Summit provides a meeting platform for the industry’s entire value chain – from marine and road transportation, to industrial players 
driving collaboration between end-users and the LNG supply chain. 

World Gas & LNG Series Conference-Exhibition, 22-23 June 2017, RU/Moscow,  
www.szwgroup.com/world-gas-lng-conference-exhibition-russia-2017
This event, co-located with the World Refinery & Petrochemical Congress, will showcase an overview of Russian and global gas & LNG chal-
lenges, technology innovations in LNG plants, terminals, and shipping, arctic developments, as well as the bunkering market in Europe & Russia.

TOC Europe, 27-29 June 2017, NL/Amsterdam, www.tocevents-europe.com
The event comprises four parts: the Container Supply Chain Conference, focused on opportunities for future container trade, Bulk Logistics 
& Technology, showcasing logistics innovations and green bulk transportation, the TECH TOC Conference, presenting the maintenance 
and repairing of port equipment, as well as clean technologies and decarbonisation processes, and finally the Port Technology Exhibition 
showcasing the latest innovations.

BTJ 3-4/2017 (June-Sep.) Report: Baltic ro-ro & ferry market, Baltic container market | Focus: European rail & road developments

5th Railway Forum Berlin 2017, 30-31 August 2017, DE/Berlin, www.railwayforumberlin.com
The Railway Forum Berlin is an established supply chain conference of Deutsche Bahn AG and the European Railway Industry. The patrons 
are Uwe Günther, CPO, Deutsche Bahn AG and Kay Euler, CTO & CQO, Deutsche Bahn AG. More than 700 managers meet regularly at the 
conference to discuss future trends, challenges and strategic directions – inspired by the encompassing Innovation Exhibition.

Baltic Ports Conference 2017, 7-8 September 2017, SE/Trelleborg, www.bpoports.com
Baltic Ports Organization invites all executives interested in improving the competitiveness of maritime transport in the Baltic Sea region, 
increasing the efficiency of ports & terminals, developing infrastructure and value-added services, as well as extending ashore and hinterland 
connections to its annual conference, this year held in the Swedish city of Trelleborg.

TRAKO, 26-29 September 2017, PL/Gdańsk, www.trakotargi.amberexpo.pl
The 12th edition of the international railway trade fair TRAKO will be the industry's largest meeting in Poland and one of the biggest in Central 
and Eastern Europe. At TRAKO 2017 the leading rail businesses will present their latest developments – from brand-new rolling stocks and 
equipment, via software and rail traffic management systems, to new transport & logistics solutions.
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12TH INTERNATIONAL R AILWAY FAIR

G DA Ń S K, POLAND
26-29.09.2017

HONORARY AUSPICES MINISTER OF INFRASTRUCTURE AND CONSTRUCTION

WWW.TRAKOFAIR.COM

CO-ORGANISATION

CO-OPERATION

Operating Specialist Wind Vessels Summit, 27-28 September 2017, DE/Hamburg, www.wplgroup.com
The conference will give key insights into design features and equipment for operations, maintenance, installation and construction of 
windfarms, details on developments in safety management for the vessels and crew transfer vessels (CTVs), as well as the European offshore 
wind market trends.

InnoRail 2017, 10-12 October 2017, HU/Budapest, www.innorail2017.hu
This event's sessions will be focused on rail infrastructure construction, IT, urban and suburban guided transport systems, high-speed railway 
development trends, as well as signalling and traffic management. The theme of this year's conference is to contribute to the creation of 
the Single European Railway Area.

2nd International Summit Green Shipping 2017, 16-17 October 2017, NL/Rotterdam, www.gssummit.org
This event will tackle the most burning maritime issues, as well as the latest on market trends, innovations & technologies, together with 
the newest green developments in the shipbuilding industry. The summit will also touch upon environmentally-friendly technologies in 
marine propulsion, such as clean fuels.

Europort, 7-10 November 2017, NL/Rotterdam, www.europort.nl
The conference is dedicated to maritime technology and complex shipbuilding. It includes an exhibition and two parallel events: CEDA 
Dredging Days, focused on dredging's sustainable infrastructure development, and RINA Conference, featuring alternative ship power & 
propulsion systems.

TransPoland Translogistica, 8-10 November 2017, PL/Warsaw, www.trans-poland.pl
This event will be dedicated to production, distribution and trade, other transport & logistics issues, like e.g. the European Agreement 
concerning the International Carriage of Dangerous Goods by Road (ADR), as well as safety in logistics and warehousing.

Gas Fuelled Ships Conference, 13-15 November 2017, FI/Helsinki, www.motorship.com/gfsconference
This event will take place on-board Viking Line's Mariella, installed with the world’s first methanol fuel cell. The agenda includes a technical 
perspective on the innovation and investment driving the uptake of LNG, methanol and other low-flashpoint fuels in the commercial 
shipping sector.
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On the roads

Now, it came as a powerful blow, when 
I read in the latest Freedom House’s 
Freedom in the World 2017 report that 
2016 marked the 11th consecutive 

year of decline in global freedom… Arch 
Puddington, one of the paper’s authors, wrote, 
“We see leaders and nations pursuing their own 
narrow interests without meaningful constraints 
or regard for the shared benefits of global peace 
and freedom.” Moreover, Puddington noted, 
“These trends are accelerating and starting to 
undo the international order of the past quarter-
century, including the general respect for long-
established norms for fundamental freedoms 
and democracy.” Are we then to witness the 
collapse of Samuel Huntington’s third wave of 
democracy?

But first, the figures. In 2016, a total of 67 coun-
tries suffered net declines in political rights and 
civil liberties. That’s shocking enough, but almost 
one-fourth of this weakening came from Europe 
(sadly, Denmark, Poland, and Russia “represent” 
our region, with the middle one noting the 
sharpest year-on-year drop), apart from North 
America a well-solidified bastion of democracy, 
or at least it seemed to be so in the past (the US 
also downgraded, obviously, a thing as bright as 
the new president’s curls). On a more optimistic 
point, 36 nations registered freedom gains last 
year; however, looking at the 11-year long period, 
109 declined, and 60 improved. That hurts… 
Then again, Finland and Sweden scored 100/100 
again, while Latvia advanced by one point.

What are therefore, briefly and in random 
order, the major trends that have caused or are 
fuelling these anti-democratic feelings? Let’s 
start with the so-called Arab Spring, which 
after initial bursts of hope has collapsed into a 
few black holes, with the exception of Tunisia. 
According to the Freedom in the World 2017 

report, the latest scores of the Middle East and 
North Africa landed in the pits. What’s worse, 
there’s no outlook for things to improve here 
anytime soon, particularly because of the 
Kremlin’s forceful involvement in the region 
(and not only there).

Next, the sprouting of Europe’s insurgent 
parties from both the far right and left (and in 
some cases also the “far” centre, meaning most 
probably from nowhere if you look e.g. at the 
Five Star Movement). These parties have origi-
nated out of numerous reasons – some 100% 
understandable while others completely out 
of the blue – be it the financial and euro crises, 
immigration, nostalgia after different -isms (but 
rather nationalism than humanism…), change-
for-change’s sake or boredom, corruption within 
the establishment, etc. But what I’ve noticed with 
such parties, and particularly those that actually 
have won elections, is that none of them has 
resolved any structural flaws of their countries.  
I won’t call out anybody by name, but I fail to 
recognize a sudden and miraculous rise to power 
– of economic, foreign, cultural, or any other 
nature – brought about by these “alternatives” 
far and wide across Europe, or in other places of 
our shrinking planet. Putting it in business and 
technology terms, these parties aren’t innova-
tive. As for the immigration challenge Europe has 
been stumbling over more or less badly, Joshua 
Muravchik and Jeffrey Gedmin in their article 
This is what the beginning of the end of democracy 
looks like published in The Washington Post, have 
accurately pointed out that while some immi-
grants and refugees “show little attachment to 
their new countries or democratic institutions 
[…], populist parties channelling anti-immigrant 
feelings […] are themselves equivocal in their 
commitment to democratic values and institu-
tions.” A double blow.

Another aspect of this insurgency trend is a 
very 21st century-Internet trolls in style scream 
that there are alternative systems, superior to 
democracy’s alleged inefficiency. This indict-
ment is nothing new – fascism, Nazism, and 
Communism challenged the world order in 
the past, and the first two had to be defeated 
by the virtue of arms, not by the arm of virtue. 
But neither the volume of their shouts, nor the 
amount of fake news will shadow the core of 
such a charge – somebody wants to become a 
strongman and take advantage of the situation at 
the expense of the society (and within it to play 
one group against other). Bluntly speaking, it’s 
about power and money, everything else is ad 
hoc ideology, like the suggestion that democracy 
is incompatible with Islam, a view sadly champi-
oned these days in Turkey, maybe not a perfect 
example of a democratic state, yet with a still far 
better century-long record than what will follow 
after the current authoritarian enforcement pet-
rifies. That’s also the most visible downside of 
democratic referendums nowadays; they should 
be perceived as A-bombs, something maybe 
good to have, but maybe not necessarily to use 
them (my personal guess why this is the case is 
because people are poorly educated on these 
matters on the one hand, as well as fall victim 
to our flawed evolutionary heritage of reptilian-
brain short-sightedness; predatory media feast 
on these two more than ever today, too).

Last but not least, the US’ fading focus on 
worldwide issues. Muravchik and Gedmin wrote 
in this respect, “Obama believed America should 
practice greater self-restraint and exercise extreme 
caution about saddling others with our beliefs. 
Wary of neo-imperialism, he resisted calls to more 
forcefully counteract Iranian and Russian asser-
tions of power.” Taking into account US’ proven 
track record of tampering with other nations’ gov-
ernments (who, if not George Bush Junior, set the 
Middle East on fire?), the former decision was in 
principle praiseworthy, but resulted in the latter’s 
no-no. The current President flexes his muscles, 
but rather than being a fox and a lion, he behaves 
like a bull in a china shop.

All right, why so much ranting and raving 
about politics in a journal on transport and logis-
tics? Alike ecosystems, where one alteration can 
have a butterfly effect, political affairs influence 
the length and breadth of our sector, just to name 
regulations as one of the most impactful. But 
it’s also about creating the atmosphere, particu-
larly in uneasy times. “Do not leave the table,” 
European Commissioner for Transport Violeta Bulc 
said during one of her meetings with the indus-
try. Staying and consensus-talking to each other 
even in the middle of the worst storm is one of 
democracy’s honourable virtues, while “alterna-
tives” annex the table and chairs to themselves, 
throwing others out of the door (and exile, jail, 
corrupt, blot out of memory, or do in). �

Giulio Aristide Sartorio – La Sirena, 1893

Leaving the table
by Przemysław Myszka
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Baltic port market in 2016

report

Rising again
by Marek Błuś

After one year of drops (2015) Baltic maritime transport is again on the rise. Last year our ports handled  
881.3 mln tn, establishing the best ever result for the region. As usual, since 2011, the leader has been Russia 
with also a first-rate result of 236.6 mln tn, and its three ports occupying the Top 3 positions in the port ranking.
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However, this success has a dark side in two aspects. The 
domestic one shows the diminishing of the Russian 
Baltic ports for the national economy. Its rate of growth 
at 2.5% was much slower than the overall growth of 6.8% 

year-on-year and the share in the total country’s port throughput 
shrank again (from 34.1% in 2015 to 32.8%, from the whole 721.9 
mln tn in 2016). By the way, the highest progress occurred in the 
Arctic harbours (+40.6%) and in the Port of Murmansk (+50%), 
mostly thanks to the expansion of its oil terminal (+120%). The 
second aspect shows that the Baltic port’s share in the country’s 
international trade fell faster because they partly rose at the expense 
of streams of cargo directed towards Estonian and Latvian ports. 
In Estonia, the total transit went down by 2.2 mln tn yoy, while 
in Latvia only the oil products pumped by pipeline to the Port of 
Ventspils diminished by 1.1 mln tn (-23%) in 2016. The comparison 
of 2015-2016 sums of port turnover in the three mentioned coun-
tries shows a two-million-tonne drop in 2016, and suggests that in 
fact Russian trade via the Baltic fell slightly, or stagnated at best.

Russian ports
The position of Russian ports is based on oil exports – turno-

ver of liquids amounted to 53.5% of the whole national port’s han-
dlings in 2016 (386.1 mln tn) but in the Baltic it was higher – 61.8%. 
Interestingly, the export of oil via the country’s terminals grew by 
12.8% amounting to 228.0 mln tn, while the export of oil products 
decreased by 3.7% to 140.7 mln tn, which could be a sign of the 
technological problems in Russian refineries caused by sanctions. 
The Baltic Sea region shows relevant figures with a similar tempo 
for oil, with the final result of 81.6 mln tn, but the drop in export 

of oil products is higher than national (-9%) which means han-
dlings of 62.8 mln tn, 5.5 mln tn less than in 2015. Having added 
the losses in transit of this cargo in Estonia (3.5 mln tn) and Latvia 
(6.5 mln tn), we get a total of 15.5 mln tn of commodities of high 
added value which couldn’t be compensated by 8.9 mln tn of addi-
tional oil. Summing up, the total Russian increase in port turnover 
(about 6 mln tn) is based on bulk cargo – in two-thirds on liquids, 
in one-third on dry bulk.

Estonia and Latvia
Estonia and Latvia, mentioned afore, are the only countries 

which experienced a decrease in ports although their own mari-
time trade rose which is reflected by growing handlings of general 
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Focus

Focus
Cruise industry

This last figure differs slightly from 
the data provided by Cruise Baltic 
(4.33 mln pax visits in 2016) – the 
organisation joining together 26 

ports from the Baltic Sea region and three 
from Norway – because we in our analysis 
exclude the Norwegian ones as well as add 
more non-member ports than Cruise Baltic 
does. While their figures also account for the 
largest non-members, like St. Petersburg, 

Bigger ships with more passengers on-board. In the Baltic, these two factors have been pushing up 
the cruise industry incessantly. Naturally, the business sometimes takes a small step back; however, 
only to leap even further in the next season. Over the course of this century this trend has translated 
into an annual growth rate of 10% on average, levelling the number of cruise passenger visits from 
around one million in 2000 to 4.12 mln last year.
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Kiel, and Riga, we supplement the list by 
nine other destinations, of which the 8th 
spot-placed Gdynia is presumably the most 
prominent (Tab. 1).

Summing up, last year a total of 37 
Baltic ports were visited by cruise vessels. 
Nevertheless, it was the Top 7 that collected 
87% of all passenger visits (3.6 mln). Taking 
into consideration that four of them are turn-
around ports which add some passengers 

Bigger is better 
(but not for all)

twice (the same person embarked and dis-
embarked), the factor of “person visits” falls 
slightly to 85%. The exclusion of double pax 
counting in turnarounds also changes the 

Summing up, last year a total  
of 37 Baltic ports were visited  
by cruise vessels. Nevertheless,  
it was the Top 7 that collected 87%  
of all passenger visits (3.6 mln).

by Marek Błuś
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E n Marche! Europe has won! Maybe not the entire war – the battle itself is perhaps 
perpetual owning to its inherent (human) nature – but the French expressed a 
clear disinterest in populism hitting the fan in the Élysée Palace. Federal elec-
tions in Germany will most probably see Mutti Merkel becoming the country’s 

Chancellor for the fourth time in a row (but we’ll be keeping a finger on the pulse how the 
Alternative for Germany will do; utterly disastrous, I hope, just as the infamous Ukippery 
did in the recent local elections in the UK). The democratic institutions and the bulk of the 
media in the US are robustly pushing back against the entropy of Suntan I of Mar-a-Lago, 
too. I’ve said it in the past several times, and I’ll keep repeating it: Liberalism’s not dead 
(though, a few have left the table sadly, more on pg. 16).

Leaving the past aside, there’s plenty of present and future things we’re covering in this 
issue. Concerning the former, Dynamar’s Dirk Visser traditionally reports on the state 
of the global reefer market, and how the container rough-and-tumble impacts this trade 
as well (in this context also check Easyfresh’s Rafael Llerena’s piece on why the reefer 
industry should prepare for an inevitable change). The Report and Focus sections are data-
rich on how well the Baltic ports as well as the region and Europe’s cruise markets faired 
last year, respectively. Having mentioned the cruise business, the Maritime Institute in 

Gdańsk highlights its involvement in 
the GREEN CRUISE PORT project, 
while at the same time the NGO 
NABU’s Daniel Rieger whistle-
blows on the disparity between the 
industry’s eco-declarations and 
on-board measurements done by 
undercover journalists… As for other 
quantitative data, ECSA’s Karoliina 
Rasi talks not only about the value 
of European shipping and its socio-
economic contribution (the Chart of 
the issue, pg. 14, gathers this in one 
handy and info-tasty “honeycomb”), 
but also pinpoints the perils of 

favouring local over global legislation, the industry’s improvements in environmental 
performance, and explains why there’s a need for a new shipping strategy. For something 
almost completely different, yet well rooted in the present (statistically at the minimum, 
the mindset is anachronistic, to say the least), 7seas ink’s Lena Lorenc brings closer the 
topic of sexually transmitted infections among transport workers, as well as why and how 
this less fashionable yet critically important subject should be brought to light.

The future stuff starts with our piece based on the OECD’s ITF transport outlook till 2050, a 
comprehensive and highly recommended report that combines the traffic and emission aspects 
under different scenarios. Then we have Lars Jensen’s thoughts on how robotics, automation, 
digitization, exception handling, and transparency will re-shape the liner shipping sector by 
2025. In another article we put a spotlight on how next-gen tech developments can change the 
parcel and express businesses, asking whether we’ll be dealing with innovation, disruption, 
or maybe even destruction. We’ve been delving into the Internet of Things for a few issues 
now, too, but this time our good friends from ERTICO are sharing with us real-life Europe 
& South Korea tests on the IoT aiding driving automation. Last but not least, TT Club’s 
Peregrine Storrs-Fox writes how the transport and logistics industry is working together 
towards a safer supply chain in his paper on the CTU Code.

Not forgetting about presumably our most colourful column, the Transport miscellany 
features a futuristic vision from 1967 which actually materialized!

I wish you a pleasant reading!

Przemysław Myszka
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