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While in 2017 it was hardly sunny here and there in the Baltic during the 
almost non-existent summer, it was sometimes as hot as the devil this year! 
However, this might be a bit subjective. Our Proofreading Editor, who 
spent a considerable portion of her life over the Atlantic in the tropically 

hot Atlanta, said that the 2018 summer in Poland was pretty OK and chilly enough to go 
out for a run wearing a tracksuit. Sweden is another case in point. On the one hand, half of 
the country was ablaze, with the Swedes trying some unconventional firefighting methods, 
including bringing down snow from the mountains or sending their Gripen scramble jets to 
bomb the fires in a hope that the blow will be sufficiently powerful to suck up the oxygen and 
help to put out the blaze. Climate change with its phenomena of blocking an atmospheric 
front over a given place for weeks at a time is to blame for the drought that scorched vast 
parts of the country. On the other hand, the vineyard industry is rapidly developing in the 
southern parts of Sweden thanks to the higher temperatures and longer vegetation periods. 
Yes, wine from Skåne, that’s actually a thing now! Skål!

Sweden is also a good starting point to arouse your interest in this double the size issue. 
First, the Report section houses what is most probably the longest article ever published in 
our journal. The read tackles a very sensitive topic, namely the port conflict that shook the 
very container foundations of the Port of Gothenburg and sent shockwaves throughout the 
country. The publication covers the conflict’s historical background, the bone of contention, 
the course of the events, as well as digs into the diverse economic, societal, and environmental 
consequences it brought about, including several case studies. Next, we interviewed Ragnar 
Johansson, SOL’s Managing Director and Chairman of the Swedish Shipowners’ Association. 
We talked, among many things, about environmental regulations and how the attitude 
towards them differs depending on whether we’re in the north or south of Europe (regarding 
this matter, we’ve also got a great piece, with a telling title Shipping, IMO, and the cosy bed 
they made, on the Organization’s latest eco “breakthrough”).

We offer these two pieces and a zillion of others, so it would be impossible not only to 
highlight all of them here but to even mention every other – or third or fourth for that matter. 
This issue is just full to the brim – of excellent articles crafted by authors you already know 
as well as some new faces. It was a Dickens of a job editing and putting it all together, but I 
hope that you’ll find the final product of use to you.

However, I couldn’t miss the chance to slip in a word or two about Transport miscellany. 
Coming full circle, the column has one very Swedish entry, and taking the occasion, I’d like to 
thank the colleagues from Swedish Radio because without their morning science auditions I’d 
never hear about the anniversary of the extremely successful Albatross expedition. Tackar!

Have a great read!

Przemysław Myszka
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All over the
world – HaminaKotka
The Port of HaminaKotka is a versatile Finnish seaport serving trade and 
industry. The location of HaminaKotka at the logistics hub makes the port 
truly unique – it opens up connections to all parts of the world.
Welcome to the Port of HaminaKotka! haminakotka.com
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BTJ calendar of events

a d v e r t i s e m e n t    

BTJ 3-4/2018 (Jun-Sep) Report: The Baltic ro-ro & ferry and container markets in 2017 | Focus: European rail & road developments

Baltic Ports Conference, 6-7 September 2018 PL/Szczecin, www.balticportsconference.com
This year’s edition of the conference will tackle multiple issues currently relevant to the maritime sector in the European and the Baltic 
region. From a thorough market overview and its impact on maritime transport, through the examination of various financial instruments 
supporting the development of port infrastructure to the role of ports as energy hubs – you can rest assured that the event will cover 
everything that counts.

ITS World Congress 2018, 17-21 September 2018 DK/Copenhagen, www.itsworldcongress.com
It will focus on how ITS solutions can contribute to liveability, a greener environment, and lower congestion. Copenhagen strongly 
believes in employing ITS and the driving ambition is to become the first carbon-neutral city by 2025.

Trans Expo Odessa 2018, 26-28 September 2018 UA/Odessa, www.trans-expo-odessa.com
The event provides a platform for dialogue and creates new opportunities in the transport industry. The forum brings together 
international exhibitions such as: TransUkraine, TransRail Ukraine, Commercial & Municipal Transport and the biggest Ukrainian 
marine transport exhibition ODESSA 2018. The 21st International Conference "Ukrainian transport system development: problems 
and prospects" will also take place there. 

Bulk Liquid Storage 2018, 3-4 October 2018 ES/Cartagena, www.wplgroup.com/aci/event/european-bulk-liquid-storage
The meeting will bring together senior representatives from the bulk liquid storage industry to discuss all the latest market updates, 
developments, and business opportunities. It will cover current key challenges and issues faced by the industry and provide in depth 
discussions and analysis of today`s European and global policies and regulations, followed by recent market dynamics changes impacting 
on supply and demand trends.

Small-Mid Scale LNG Summit, 3 October 2018 NL/Amsterdam, www.gasevent.com
The summit will have a wide range of conversations, covering every step of the small & mid-scale LNG value chain from production 
to end-use. Attendees will come to learn about the latest products and services, build their professional networks and learn during 
presentations given by LNG industry experts.

ARACON 2018, 25-26 October 2018 NL/Rotterdam, www.bunkerevents.com/events/aracon-2018
ARACON's programme attracts all the main bunker suppliers and barging companies in the ARA and Northwest Europe as well as 
shipowners and managers from throughout the region, providing high-level opportunities to network within this industry.

BTJ 5/2018 (Oct-Nov) Report: Baltic-China ties | Focus: Baltic & European shipyards

6th International Transport & Logistics Exhibition TransLogistica Poland,  
6-8 November 2018 PL/Warsaw, www.trans-poland.pl
TransLogistica Poland exhibition is the biggest event in CEE business for everyone professionally associated with transport, freight 
forwarding and logistics, as well as for all producers and distributors who use or seek transport and logistics services. 

Polish LNG Conference, 14-15 November 2018 PL/Warsaw, www.polishlngconference.eu
The meeting offers a unique occasion for stakeholders from all around Europe to take a closer look at the opportunities the Polish 
market presents for LNG development in the region. No other conference will gather that many policymakers, technology experts, 
logistics professionals, port representatives, and LNG suppliers in one place in this corner of Central Europe! 

Tank Storage Germany 2018,  
5-6 December 2018 DE/Hamburg, www.easyfairs.com/tank-storage-germany-2018/tank-storage-germany-2018
The two day conference runs alongside the exhibition every year and brings together local and international experts from across the 
supply chain to present their insight into the latest trends, new developments, regulations, and market analysis within the German 
tank storage industry.
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The Baltic ro-ro & ferry and container markets in 2017

report

Last year, our region’s seaports for the first time in history handled over 300mt of various general cargo 
goods, out of which three quarters came in trailers, railcars, and containers. The ro-ro & ferry market, 
although its share slightly went down in the favour of its steel cube cousin, is still the indisputable king. 
Nearly half of the general cargo in the Baltic ferries between its ports – and that’s a statistically-validated 
pun. In contrast to the container segment, however, it’s much more 
less concentrated around a handful of seaports, both when it comes to 
its freight as well as passenger leg. We strongly encourage you to dig 
into the tables presented below to discover other all-time highs and 
relations. Stay also tuned, because the upcoming edition of the Baltic 
Yearbook will deliver even more insights and figures.
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#Inside
#Baltic#Ports#General cargo#Top 10s
#Ro-ro & ferry#Container#Break-bulk

#Cargo units#TEU#UCU#Passengers

Tab. 1. Baltic Sea region ports’ total cargo 
turnover in 2016-2017 (thousand tonnes)1, 2

№ Country 2017 2016 2017/2016 
[%]

1 Russia 247,494 236,599 +4.6%
2 Sweden 175,314 171,324 +2.3%
3 Finland 109,408 105,016 +4.2%
4 Denmark 94,558 95,831 -1.3%
5 Poland 78,437 72,934 +7.5%
6 Latvia 61,877 63,116 -2.0%
7 Germany 54,453 53,048 +2.6%
8 Lithuania 52,913 49,440 +7.0%
9 Estonia 34,797 33,623 +3.5%

Total 909,251 880,931 +3.2%
1 All tabs.: All Danish seaports
2 All tabs.: German and Russian Baltic seaports only

Tab. 2. Baltic Sea region ports’ general cargo turnover in 2016-2017 (thousand tonnes)

№ Country 2017 2016 2017/2016 
[%]

Share of total 
2017 [%]

Share of total 
2016 [%]

Share 2017-
share 2016 [pp]

1 Sweden 80,552 77,326 +4.2% 45.95% 45.13% +0.81pp
2 Finland 44,968 41,790 +7.6% 41.10% 39.79% +1.31pp
3 Russia 43,401 41,213 +5.3% 17.54% 17.42% +0.12pp
4 Germany 36,910 36,358 +1.5% 67.78% 68.54% -0.75pp
5 Denmark 37,542 34,192 +9.8% 39.70% 35.68% +4.02pp
6 Poland 30,735 27,379 +12.3% 39.18% 37.54% +1.64pp
7 Estonia 14,097 12,738 +10.7% 40.51% 37.88% +2.63pp
8 Lithuania 12,473 12,350 +1.0% 23.57% 24.98% -1.41pp
9 Latvia 11,010 12,385 -11.1% 17.79% 19.62% -1.83pp

Total 311,688 295,731 +5.4% 34.28% 33.57% +0.71pp

by Marek Błuś and Przemysław Myszka
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Focus

focus
European rail & road developments

Ask virtually any shipper, EU policymaker, or especially a representative of the European rail freight 
community, and you’ll hear that they all want more goods transported on rails. The goal is to increase 
the sector’s modal share in freight transportation throughout Europe from 18% today to 30% in 2030. 
Taking into account the expected overall growth in transport, this means more than doubling rail 
cargo volumes within the next 12 years. So, is this a realistic target or a fanciful illusion? The fact is, 
after more than a decade of market opening, both historic rail operators and new entrants are ready 

for the challenges ahead. But will the political world play its part?

A realistic target 
or a fanciful illusion?

T hese were the questions that 
European rail freight CEOs tried 
to answer in May during their 
annual high-level meeting in 

Vienna. For them, the starting point is clear. 
According to a recent study produced by 
OakTree Partners, a management consul-
tancy, cargo volumes are expected to grow 
by 30% in 2018-2030 (Fig. 1). Assuming con-
stant modal shares, this would mean that an 
extra 570b tonne-kilometres would be car-
ried in 12 years’ time – by road alone! That’s 
roughly the size of today’s entire German 
freight market. Putting it even more vividly, 
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#Europe#Asia#New Silk Road#Rail Baltica

this would put between 600k and 1.4m addi-
tional trucks onto European roads.

The picture becomes even bleaker if you 
consider that rail’s current modal share of 
18% could even further decrease, as the pre-
dicted growth will tend to gravitate towards 
the road segment. Specifically, transports of 
heavy-duty carriages like coal, metal, ore, and 
wood – the bulk of which was traditionally 
carried on railroads – will decrease, while the 
flow of consumer goods, packed in contain-
ers and trailers, will grow strongly. Economic 
and consumer trends are also moving logis-
tics towards smaller shipment sizes and 

rail freight’s 30% modal share in the eU by 2030

shorter lead times (read more in the article 
Without a stumble. Last mile logistics as part 
of a new model of personalized economy on 
pgs. 84-85). Not least, innovation in road 
transport (gigaliners, platooning, autono-
mous driving, and electric trucks) is likely 
to bear on rail freight competitiveness, too.

by Libor Lochman, 
Executive Director, 
and Jacques Dirand, 
Head of Rail Freight Services, 
the Community of European Railway 
and Infrastructure Companies


